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39. George 6 Newton, of Norfolk, born 1839, married Celestia, daugh- 
ter of William Loyall, of Norfolk. 

issue : 

58. William 7 , married Amanda Williams of Lynchburg. 

59. E. Valentine 7 . 

60. Courtney 7 

61. Kate 7 . 

62. Celestia 7 , married George L. Arps, of Norfolk. 

63. Virginia 7 , married Dr. Neil McCurdy. 

64. May Augusta 7 . 

65. George 7 . 

(Concluded) 



THE CORBIN FAMILY. 

(Continued from XXX, 85) 

10. John Corbin, of "Portobago", Essex County, born July 8, 1715, died 
August 8, 1757. He apparently held no office except that of justice 
of the peace. In 1742 he was named first in the commission in Essex. 
He married Lettice (born 1714, died June 15, 1768), daughter of 
Richard Lee, merchant of London, son of Richard and Lettice (Cor- 
bin) Lee of Virginia. John Corbin died intestate. On Jan. 17, 1758, 
Letitia Corbin qualified in Essex, as administratrix of the estate of 
John Corbin, deceased, with John Corbin and John Lee securities. 
The inventories of the personal estate of John Corbin in various 
counties were recorded in Essex and the total appraisement was 
£70 1 0.10.7. On Jan. 19, 1745, at the division of the estate of Gawin 
Corbin, John Corbin had been allotted 31 slaves at Portobago, 84 in 
Spotsylvania Co., and 8 in Caroline County. 

John and Lettice (Lee) Corbin had issue: 

24. Gawin, of whom later 

25. Martha, born November 14, 1738, died Jan. 8, 1792; married 
John Turberville, (born Sept. 14, 1737, died July 14, I799)> 
of Westmoreland County. The will of John Turberville of 
"Hickory Hill", Westmoreland County, was dated March 21, 
1799, and proved Aug. 26, 1709. He desired to be buried by 
his wife Mrs. Martha Turberville, in the garden at Hickory 



The portrait of Letitia (Corbin) Lee on the opposite page should have 
appeared in connection with the account of the children of Henry Corbin, 
the emigrant; but no suitable photograph was then available. We are 
indebted to Mr. Cazenove G. Lee, Jr., for the one now used. 
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Hill. His second wife, Ann, declined to accept dower under 

his will. 
26. Jane. This is the "Miss Jenny Corbin", who so often appears 

in Fithian's diary. He says she was "plump and buxom", but 

no longer in the first bloom of youth", — which probably meant, 

in those days, she was about twenty-five. 
14. Gawin Corbin, of "Peckatone", Westmoreland County. He was a 
member of the House of Burgesses for Middlesex, at the sessions 
of May 1742, Sept. 1744, Feb. 1746, July 1746, and March 1747. 
(His father Gawin, who died in 1744, had been for a number of 
years a resident of King and Queen, and his nephew Gawin was not 
then of age). Later he removed to Westmoreland County and lived 
at "Peckatone". He died in 1760. His will, dated Oct. 29, 1759, and 
proved Jan. 29, 1760, is given from a somewhat mutilated record 
book in Westmoreland County. 

"In the name of God, Amen. I, Gawin Corbin in the parish of 
Cople and County of Westmoreland, being weak of body but of 
sound sence and Memory, Blessed be God, do this twenty-ninth day 
of October . . . year of Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
. . . (fifty-nine?) . . . and publish this my last Will and Testa- 
ment in manner following : First, I desire to be buried privately and 
without pomp. Item, I leave all my Estate both real and personal 
to my dear wife during her widowhood and continuance in this 
County, allowing my daughter Martha Corbin out of my Estate a 
Genteel Education and maintenance at the discretion of my Execu- 
tors hereafter mentioned; but if my wife continues a widow until 
my daughter Martha Corbin marries or comes of age of one and 
twenty years, then it is my will and desire that she my said daugh- 
ter shall have one half of my whole Estate, and if my wife marries 
again or leaves this County then and in that case, my will and desire 
is that my said wife shall be deprived of the bequest already made 
her and in lieu thereof shall one have one third of my Estate real 
and personal, and the remaining two thirds of my Estate shall im- 
mediately pass to by said Daughter Martha Corbin, and the heirs 
of her body lawfully begotten forever, and in default of such heirs, 
I give one half of my estate unto my brother Richard Corbin's two 
youngest sons and to their heirs forever. And the other half of my 
Estate to the youngest sons of my Dear sister Tucker, if it should 
happen that she has more than two sons, but if not then I would 
have this half of my estate descend to her youngest son and his 
heirs forever as the case may be. 

Item, My will and desire is that at the death of my dear wife 
that my whole estate both real and personal then in her possession 
shall descend to my Daughter, Martha Corbin and the heirs of her 
body lawfully begotten forever, and for want of such heirs then to 
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descend to the younger sons of my brother Richard Corbin and . . . 
sister Tucker in manner as is before mentioned .... ry — ing 
again . . . this County, or my Daughter's dying without heirs of 
her body lawfully begotten. 

Item, I give twenty pounds sterling to be sent for in Course goods 
for the Poor of the parish of Cople, such who have many children 
and use their utmost endeavors to support then by honest Labour and 
Industry, but still find themselves from their numerous family in- 
capable; and this bequest I will have distributed at the discretion 
of my Executors. 

Item. It is my Express desire that my daughter Martha Corbin 
do not marry until she arrives at the age of twenty-one years and 
then not without the Consent of the Guardians or the majority of 
them, which if she does I desire that my estate may immediately 
descend to the youngest sons of my Brother Richard Corbin and my 
sister Tucker, as I have before directed and my daughter Martha to 
have but one shilling of my Estate; this I desire that a prudent 
Choice may be made of a man of sense and Family — that she may 
live Happily in a matrimonial state. 

Item. I desire all my just debts may be paid as soon as possible. 

Item. My will and desire is that my Godson Thomas Lee, son 

of Richard Henry Lee, may be paid one hundred and fifty pounds 

sterling to be applied towards accomplishing his Education when he 

is sent home. 

Item. My will is that if my Crops shall not be sufficient to pay 
my debts, then I would have my Caroline lands sold to pay thein 
and it is my Express desire that Edy, Truelove and Cyrus, three of 
my negroes, be sent to the West Indies and sold, and the money 
arising from the sale of them to be applied to the payment of my 
. . . and this I will have done as soon as . . . opportunity . . . 
decease. 

Item. I do hereby . . . and appoint my wife, Col. Richard 
Henry Lee, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Francis Lightfoot Lee and 
Richard Corbin, esquires, Executors of my will and Guardians of 
my Daughter, Martha Corbin. 

Item. I give all my Brothers and Sisters, Nephews and Nieces a 
mourning ring apiece of a guinea value. 

Item. It is my desire that my Brother Richard Henry Lee may 
be one of my acting Executors. 

Item. It is my will and desire that my Estate may not be ap- 
praised, as it may be attended with useless and unnecessary expense, 
trouble and confusion." 

On March 9, 1761, Mrs. Hannah Corbin and Richard Henry Lee, 
the Executors, petitioned the General Assembly stating that Gawin 
Corbin, deceased, of Westmoreland County, was seized of 500 acres 
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in Lancaster County, and several other tracts in Westmoreland, 
King George and Fauquier, on all of which were worked as many 
slaves as they would reasonably bear, and also of two undivided 
third parts in 3000 acres in Caroline, which he held in common with 
Gawin Corbin, infant son and heir of John Corbin, deceased. That 
after sale of the crops on his estates there still remained due from 
his estate i 121 0.9.2 to merchants in Great Britain and £696.19, cur- 
rent money; that it would take some time to divide the Caroline 
land, they therefore begged that the entail on the lands in Lancaster 
be docked and said lands sold, and the proceeds vested in slaves to 
be placed on the Caroline lands and that this would greatly expidite 
the payment of the debts. The petition was granted and an act 
passed (Hening VII, 458). 

Gawin Corbin married Hannah, daughter of Thomas Lee, of 
"Stratford", Westmoreland County, and sister of Richard Henry 
and Francis Lightfoot Lee, signers of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. The will of Mrs. Hannah Corbin was dated 1781, and proved 
Oct. 20, 1781, in Richmond County. 
Gawin and Hannah (Lee) Corbin had issue; 
27. Martha, married June 1, 1769, George Tuberville of West- 
moreland County. In accordance with the provisions of the 
will, the consent of the various executors was recorded in 
Westmoreland. The will of George Turberville, of "Peck- 
atone", Westmoreland, was dated June 20, 1790, and proved 
Jan. 29, 1793. He stated that his wife Martha had a life 
interest in all the lands which came to her from her father, 
Gawin Corbin, except the lands in Caroline, Culpeper and 
Fauquier. He gave her one third of his other lands, 
stocks, furniture, etc.; his riding carriages, etc. 
16. Gawin Corbin, of "Buckingham House", Middlesex County, was 
born 1740, and died July 19, 1779- He was sent to England for 
education. The matriculation register of Christ's College, Cam- 
bridge, contains the admission, Jan. 26th, 1756, at the age of 16, of 
Gawin Corbin eldest son of Richard Corbin, Esquire; born at Lane- 
ville, Va.; school Grinstead, Essex (England) under Mr. Harris, 
admitted to the College as a pensioner under Mr. Barker. Gawin 
Corbin returned to Virginia on August 6, 1761. He was a member 
of the House of Burgesses for Middlesex at the sessions of No- 
vember 1766, March 1766, March 1768, May 1769, November 1769, 
May 1770 and July 1771. He was appointed to the Council 1775. 
the last man added to that body in the Colonial period. He married 
Nov. 17, 1762, his cousin Joanna, daughter of Robert Tucker, of 
Norfolk. 

The following is a copy of his epitaph: 
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"'Till the trump of the Most High shall awaken him 
To a glorious immortality 

The sole reward 

To such exemplary virtue 

Here rests 

The body of Col. Gawin Corbin 

The eldest son of 

Col. Richard Corbin and 

The presumptive heir 

Of the family. 

He received a liberal education 

in England And by his merits was promoted to the 

Highest honors of his country 

As a Councellor 

He was impartial, learned, judicious. 

As a man 
He was generous, open, unaffected, 

Whilst he lived 

He was admired, loved, respected. 

When he died 

He was envied [?] honored, and lamented 

His dissolution happened on July 19th 

in the 39th year, seventh month 

and fourth day of his age". 

Gawin and Joanna (Tucker) Corbin had issue: 

28. Betty Tayloe, born March 28, 1764, at 8 min. past 5 o'clock 
in the morning. Godfathers : Col. Robert Tucker and Capt. 
Constantine John Phipps. Godmothers : Mrs. Bettie Corbin 
and Mrs. Joanna Tucker. She married (license, Westmore- 
land County, Jan. 4, 1782), George Turberville, of West- 
moreland County. In his will dated March 13, 1798, and 
proved April 1, 1798, he desired to be buried by his lately 
deceased wife, and bequeathed as she desired, certain slaves 
given her by her grandfather, Richard Corbin. He appoints 
his "brother" Richard Henry Corbin, executor. 

29. Ann, born Dec. 17, 1767, at 40 min. past 1 o'clock in the 
morning. Godfathers Carter Braxton and Tayloe Corbin, 
Esqurs. Godmothers; Mrs. Bettie Corbin and Mrs. Eliza 
Corbin. 

30. Felicia, born Feb. 6, 1770, at 25 min. past 8 o'clock in the 
morning, Godfathers: Richard Corbin, Esq. and Dr. Robert 
Spratt. Godmothers: Miss Alice Corbin and Jane Tucker. 
She married 1st. (license, Westmoreland, Dec. 19, 1791), 
Orrick Chilton, of "Curryomen", Westmoreland, and 2nd 
John Chilton. 
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31. Jane Lane, born Oct. 3rd, 1779, at 11 o'clock in the morn- 
ing. Godfathers : John Tayloe Corbin and Thomas Cor- 
bin, Esquires. Godmothers: Mrs. Maria Corbin and Mrs. 
Courtney Tucker. She died young. 

32. Richard Henry, born Aug. 4, 1775, at 4 o'clock in the morn- 
ing. Godfathers : The Hon. Ralph Wormeley and John 
Page, of North End, Esquires. Godmothers : Mrs. Sarah 
Tayloe and Mrs. Alice Corbin. He was entered as a Pen- 
sioner in the University of Cambridge from St. Johns Col- 
lege, Oct. 9, 1794. He returned to Virginia, was elected to 
the House of Delegates from Middlesex for the session of 
1798-9, but died before taking his seat. He is commonly 
said to have died unmarried; but was evidently the Richard 
Henry Corbin, who on Feb. 10, 1797, married Betty Tayloe 
Corbin. She was evidently his first cousin, a daughter of his 
uncle, John Tayloe Corbin. She married (2nd) May 3rd., 
1803, Elliott Muse. 

33. Jane, born Sept. 8, 1777, at night. Godfathers : George 
Bird and R. Corbin Tucker, Esquires. Godmothers : Mrs. 
Ann Tucker, Bettie Braxton, Jane Wormeley and Eliza 
Robinson. She died 1843. She married 1797, Thos. Chilton 
of Westmoreland afterwards of Kanawha Co. (b. May 
10, 1767), son of Capt. Thos. Chilton, 3rd Va. Regiment, 
who was killed at the battle of Brandy wine, Sept. 11, 1777. 

17. John Tayloe Corbin, of "Laneville", born about 1746, died . 

He was living in 1783. He was a member of the House of Burgesses 
for King and Queen at the sessions of May 1769, Nov. 1769, May 
1770, July 1771, Feb. 1772, March 1773, and May 1774. Like his 
father J. T. Corbin he was a loyalist. On May 8, 1776, the President 
of the Virginia Convention laid before that body "A letter from Mr. 
John Tayloe Corbin to Mr. Charles Neilson, containing sentiments 
inimical to America, together with the proceedings of the committee 
for the County of King and Queen there upon". The papers were re- 
ferred to a committee and John Tayloe Corbin sent for in custody. 
On the 9th a petition from John Tayloe Corbin was presented to 
the Convention, and read, setting forth, that so long ago as last 
October, a time when all America, as well in Congress as in her 
Colonial Conventions, was expressing her loyalty to the King, a time 
when no line of conduct was publickly marked out, he had occasion 
to write a letter to Charles Neilson, Esquire, of Urbanna, who was 
going to Norfolk, with a passport from the Committee of Middlesex, 
which original letter he begs leave to submit to this Convention, with 
his case, and declarations thereon; that at the moment of writing 
the said letter, nor at any time since, has he, even in idea violated 
or contravened the measures and ordinances of his country; but is 
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and always has been, determined to make them the rule of his 
conduct; that Major George Lyne, of the minute battallion, by the 
fulness of his power, issued his military orders for the seizing and 
apprehending him, by which he was forced from his wife and family, 
and detained in custody four days, till he had been examined by the 
committee of his County, and discharged by them as not being 
within their jurisdiction; that, conscious of never having acted 
inimical to his country, he determined to submit himself, and the 
said letter, to the Convention, and for that purpose set off from 
home and came to Williamsburg with his aged and much afflicted 
father, when he was no sooner arrived but he was again arrested by 
a military warrant and confined to the common guard-house ; that he 
is determined, in future, to demean himself according to the Ordi- 
nances of this Convention, and sorry that any expression in the said 
letter should give offence, when none was intended; hopes that his 
case may be speedily inquired into and said relief granted him as 
shall seem just and right." He was confined to his room under 
guard and on May nth the Convention ordered that he should be 
confined to that part of Caroline County between the Pamunkey and 
the Mattapony rivers, and should give bond in the sum of £10,000 
not to depart from these boundaries until permitted by the Con- 
vention or the Committee of Safety. 

After his release he lived quietly on his estates and took no part 
in public affairs. He married Feb. 26th., 1772, Mary (born July 
14 1752), daughter of Benjamin Waller, of Williamsburg, who was 
a member of the House of Burgesses and a judge of the General 
Court. 

John Tayloe and Mary (Waller) Corbin had issue: 

34. Richard, of whom later 

35. John Tayloe, of whom later 

36. Gawin, of whom later 

37. Henry Eltonhead, of whom later 

38. Elizabeth, married Charles Carter 

39. Martha (or Mary) married Muse. 

40. Ann Frances Maria, married in Middlesex, March 6, 1804, 
Tayloe Braxton. 

41. Henrietta. 

20. Francis Corbtn, of "Buckingham Lodge", Middlesex, and later of 
"The Reeds", Caroline, was born in 1759, and died at "The Reeds" June 
18, 1 82 1. He was sent to England at an early age, and educated at 
Canterbury School, and Cambridge, and on Jan. 23, 1777, he was ad- 
mitted to the Inner Temple. He returned to Virginia at the close of the 
Revolution and soon entered public life. He was a member of the 
House of Delegates for Middlesex, 1784-5, 1785-6, 1786-7, 1787-8, 
1788, 1789, 1790* 1791, 1792, i793» 1794, and was a member of the Virginia 
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Convention of 1788, which ratified the Constitution of the United States. 
He was a Federalist in politics and was for years one of the leading men 
in the Legislature. On Oct. 25th, 1787, in the House of Delegates, he 
offered a resolution calling a convention to consider the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Grigsby, Virginia Convention, of 1788, I, 143, etc., describes Francis 
Corbin's first speech on behalf of the Constitution, on June 7, 1788: 
"On his return from England he soon entered the Assembly, where his 
fine person, his polished manners, his talents in debates, his knowledge 
of foreign affairs, aided by the prestige of an ancient name were ob- 
served and applauded". "The speech which he made sustains the repu- 
tation which he had acquired in the House of Delegates and fully evinces 
the zeal and success with which, amid the allurements of a fashionable 
residence abroad, he had cultivated the powers of his mind and the strict 
attention with which he had surveyed the political systems of the age". 
Grigsby then gives an abstract of the speech, and says, in continuation, 
that Corbin took an active part in the debates and was on the com- 
mittee to draft a form of ratification. 

Beveridge, Life of John Marshall, (I, 20,6) says that Corbin's first 
speech was one of the best in the whole debate. 

At the next session of the General Assembly, on Oct. 20, 1788, Corbin 
was one of the parties in a once famous debate. The subject of amend- 
ments to the Constitution was under discussion and Patrick Henry had 
spoken several times of "bowing to the majesty of the people". Corbin 
retorted with an attack on Henry, ridiculing his speech and making 
repeatedly graceful bows as he referred to "The majesty of th people". 
He concluded by saying that "it was of little importance whether a 
country was ruled by a despot with a crown on his head or a dema- 
gogue with a red cloak and a caul-bare wig", (describing Henry). Only 
inexperience and party rage could have led Corbin to play into the hands 
of such a master of politics, speech and dramatic effect as Henry. The 
latter rose, with a perfectly bland countenance, and said he was a plain 
man, educated altogether in Virginia. His whole life had been spent 
among plain men, who never had the advantage of that polish a court 
could give, and while the gentleman was availing himself of the opportu- 
nities which a splendid fortune gave him in acquiring a foreign education, 
mingling with the great, attending levees and courts and basking in the 
smiles of regal favor at St. James', "I was engaged in the arduous toils 
of the Revolution and was as far from acquiring the polite accomplish- 
ments, which the gentlemen has so successfully cultivated, as he was 
from sharing in the toils and dangers in which his unpolished country- 
men were engaged". And at intervals he made a most awkward and 
loutish bow. It was well known that Henry, while generally liking 
to pose as the 'plain man', had a polished manner when he chose. Every 
incident of Corbin's life had made him politically unpopular and Henry 
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was the darling of the Virginia democracy. Persons who were present 
stated that as Henry's speech went on, Corbin seemed to sink lower and 
lower into his chair. He had done a foolish thing and deserved the 
punishment he received. 

Francis Corbin was rector of William & Mary College, 1790, etc. In 
the privately printed Tayloe Memorials, by B. O. Tayloe, the following 
appears : "The published obituary notices of Mr. Francis Corbin, of Vir- 
ginia, from the papers of Mr. Madison and John Randolph, of Roanoke, 
have lately fallen into my hands together with an unpublished letter of 
that distinguished gentleman — the American Chesterfiield — a scholar, 
a philosopher, a financier, an orator and a statesman; but above all a 
kind, honorable, and good man, with whom I am proud to claim kindred. 
Somewhat in the way of "Old Mortality" — to rescue his memory from 
oblivion (he having died more than forty years ago, during the better 
days of the Republic) — I embrace in this commemoration, extracts from 
the obituaries and from Mr. Corbin's letter. 

President Madison wrote of Mr. Corbin that "he was a member of 
the celebrated Convention of Virginia which ratified the Constitution, 
and whose deliberations furnish perhaps, the ablest exposition of Con- 
stitutional law anywhere to be found. He took an active part in support 
of the Constitution and shone among those luminaries, whose appear- 
ance in the political firmament constituted the brightest era of Virginia 
eloquence. He entered the arena repeatedly with such champions as 
Henry, Madison, Monroe, Lee, Pendleton, Randolph and others, "and 
exhibited no ordinary proof of ability." His eulogist, Mr. Randolph 
adds, "He lived until old party distinction had, in a great measure, sub- 
sided, only as an American, who was proud of his native State, and who 
gave it that preference, which at least in his who had seen and studied 
men and manners in other climes, cannot be considered a narrow and un- 
enlightened prejudice. He was a decided enemy to the new f angled 
constitutional doctrines," and "he died with the conviction that the cen- 
tripetal force of this confederacy was greater than its centrifugal." In 
a letter to Mr. Randolph in 1818, he thus expresses himself : "I see, 
with a great deal of concern, that men of certain description are re- 
solved at all hazards and by all means to break down the state sover- 
eignties, our only barrier against Federal tyranny, and to erect on their 
ruins a uniform system of consolidated despotism." 

He had been on terms of intimacy with Pitt, Fox and other magnates 
of England, and in the years immediately succeeding the war of our 
Revolution, Mr. Pitt is said to have given testimonial of his regard for 
him, when Premier of England, by causing it to be intimated to the 
American Government that his appointment to the embassy to London 
would be highly agreeable to the Court of St. James. Though he en- 
joyed the personal friendship and esteem of Washington, his claim 
was postponed in favor of older men. 
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In a letter, dated April, 1818, to his friend Mr. Tench Coxe, of Phila- 
delphia [portions of which have already been given here,] Mr. Corbin 
thus expresses himself : "As to family — this, under our present system, 
is a delicate topic to touch upon, and might betray a sort of vanity 
and aristocratic pride which policy, prudence, and philosophy would avoid. 
* * * Our family is of French extraction, and went from Normandy 
with William the Conqueror, was established in Worcestershire (sic) 
on a large estate * * * "till it was centered in William Liggon, one of 
Fox's peers * * *. I was intimate with him in England." Mr. Corbin then 
gives an account of relationship with Earl Ferrars and continues, "Be- 
tween this nobleman's family, General Washington's and my own, there 
existed an interwoven connection before the two latter emigrated to this 
country * * *. If the subject was not too trifling to occupy our philoso- 
phic minds for a single moment, I could go on with heraldic proof to 
show you that one half or more of the British peers are novi hommincs 
compared with ourselves." * * * In the year 1783, when I returned from 
England I brought dispatches or friendly letters for General Washing- 
ton from Mr. President Laurens and others. I carried them to him at 
Princeton * * * I went into the room immediately * * * when after 
embracing me" [Washington asked about Col. Richard Corbin, as given 
above.] * * * "We then rode off to head-quarters. * * * Mrs. Washington 
knowing the sphere in which I had been moving in London asked me a 
great many questions about the beau monde, and amongst others "How I 
was received by the King?" [His reply referring to the kings inquiry in 
regard to his father has already been given."] In a note Mr. Corbin, says 
he was the first person who, by permission, visited Mr. Laurens in the 
Tower. 

Francis Corbin married Dec. 3, 1795, Ann Munford, daughter of Rob- 
ert Beverley, of "Blandfield", Essex County. Robert Beverley in his will 
(1790) gave his daughter Ann Bland Corbin, 28 slaves. She died at 
"The Reeds", Oct. 7, 1830, aged 52. 

Frances and Ann (Beverley) Corbin had issue: 

41. Robert Beverley, of whom later 

42. Francis Porteus, of whom later 

43. William Liggon, died unmarried 

44. John Sawbridge, of whom later 

45. Washington Shirley 

46. Thomas Grosvenor, born 1820, died 1886, Commodore U. S. N. 
He died intestate and unmarried and left a large estate which 
went to his heirs-at-law. 

47. Anna, married Franklin Randolph 

48. Jane Virginia. 

(To be continued) 
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Letitia Corbin 
Wife of Richard Lee 



